[K] Said R. Huna, “If someone should say to you that they are only 
seventeen blessings, reply to him, ‘the blessing [curse] against 
the apostates has already been ordained by sages in Yavneh.’” 


[L] R. Eleazar b. R. Yosé objected before R. Yosé, “And lo, it is 
written, ‘[The voice of the Lord is upon the waters]; the 
God of glory thunders, [the Lord, upon many waters]’” (Ps. 
29:3). [Doesn’t the mention of God here bring the total 
number of references to nineteen, making the addition of 
another benediction necessary? ] 


[M] He said to him, “And has it not been taught: ‘One includes 
the blessing against the apostates and against the 
transgressors in the blessing, “Who humbles the proud.’ 
The blessing for the elders and for proselytes is included in 
the blessing, ‘... for the righteous.’ The blessing for David 
in, ‘... Who Builds Jerusalem.’ [Since there was some 
doubt as to whether the name of God mentioned in the cited 
verse (L) should be counted, they eventually decided to 
treat each of them [the blessing for David and “Who builds 
Jerusalem’ ] as separate [ending up with nineteen in all].” 


[N] R. Hananiah in the name of R. Phineas: “They are for 
the eighteen times in which the fathers are written in the 
Torah as ‘Abraham, Isaac, Jacob.’ 


[O] “If someone should say to you that there are nineteen, 
say to him, ‘And behold, the Lord stood above it and 
said, I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father 
and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will 
give to you and to your descendants’ (Gen. 28:13). That 
does not count among them [so there are only 
eighteen]. 


[P] “And if someone should say to you that there are only 
seventeen, say to him, ‘And in them let my name 
[Jacob’s] be perpetuated, and the name of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac’ (Gen. 48:16) counts as one of 
them.” 


[Q] R. Samuel bar Nahman in the name of R. Jonathan: 
“They are for the eighteen commandments that are 
written in the pericope of the second tabernacle.” 


[R] Said R. Hiyya bar Ada, “Provided that [they are 
counted] from, ‘And with him was Oholiab the son 


